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or into higher divisions by gradations so imperceptible
that it is impossible, without violence to nature, for the
systematist at arbitrary points to make separations, whether
varietal, specific, or generic. They show how incomplete is
our knowledge of the range of variation in New Zealand
pb wnogams.

From the extreme variability of most of the species
commented on, the author deduces an argument for the
greater comprehensiveness of generic and specific definitions.
He believes the use of typical or aggregate species to be
preferable to the unnecessarily numerous specific divisions
presently in use.

He commends strongly to the attention of local botanists
the desirability of a revision of most genera containing
more than one species, and particularly of those marked t
in the foregoing list.

His observations include also notes on the following
features of the natural history of the species selected for
commentary :-

I. Geographical Distribution.
A. In Otago ; the South Island ; New Zealand gene-

rally ; and other parts of the world.
B. Peculiarities of local distribution.

II. Comparison of Naturalised with Native Plants.
A. Immigrant flora.
B. Influence of colonisation on the disappearance of

native vegetation.
III. Influence of Cultivation on the alteration of Botanical

Characters.
IV. Acclimatisation in Britain.
V. Maori and Settlers' Nomenclature.

VI. Properties and Applications.
A. In colonial manufactures.
B. In the domestic arts of settlers and natives.
C. As food for man and cattle.
D. As ornamental, shelter, or hedge plants.
E. As medicines or poisons.

Pha3nogams), p. 46 ; and in his papers in this Society's Transactions, vol.
ix., p. 35 (Otago Ferns); p. 66 (Otago Glumacea3) ; and p. 175 (Arctic
Cladonia3).
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